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19  countries: Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, 

Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi 

Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates and Yemen.

Arab countries in MENA Region



1-The water challenge in the 
Arab region
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2-Wastewater is part of the 
problem and part of the 
solution



Wastewater production grows as population, 
urbanization and income per capita grow
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Mashreq Maghreb GCC Least developed

Note:Mashreq includes: Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine, Syria and Egypt; Maghreb includes: Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia; GCC (Gulf Cooperation Countries) includes: 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates), Least developed countries include: Sudan and Yemen



Municipal  wastewater  produced

21.5 km3

Source: AQUASTAT, AWC 2029, GWI, WHO 2021

Still a long way to go in wastewater treatment to 
catch up with population growth

Safely treated

60%

Even with wastewater treatment some pollutants are poorly removed



Opportunity: resources embedded in wastewater

Water and nutrients to irrigate and fertilize more than 2.6 million 
hectares. 
Carbon to produce methane with a caloric value to provide electricity to 
millions of households.



3-Indirect use of untreated 
wastewater is a common reality in the 
region


