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Guide Summary

This document is prepared with the intention of indicating the general
features of a pragmatic organization of a contingency plan for response
and combat of oil pollution in the marine environment. Within the context
of this guiding manual , the different aspects and elements of this issue
and plan is covered in three main chapters..

Chapter One contains three main elements covering the areas of (a) oil
physico-chemical characteristics and. the natural and climatic factors that
affect the oil spill behaviour in water, (b) the likely impact of oil on the
various marine ecosystems and their respective sensitive biota and (c) the
already approved approaches and technologies for combat of oil
pollution and the various precautionary procedures to be taken for
avoidance of its negative repercussions.

Chapter Two reviews the causes of the escalating phenomenon of oil
pollution and the response of the international community for combating
its negative impact within the context of regional and international
cooperation through signing and accession to regional and international
agreements. Specific reference is made in this regard to the most
important agreements and protocols such as MARPOL, 1973 Convention
for the Prevention of Oil Pollution from Ships, OPRC, 1990 Convention
on Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-operation , Barcelona
1996 Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea from
Pollution and its 2002 Protocol Concerning Cooperation in Preventing
Pollution from Ships and, in cases of Emergency, Combating Pollution of
the Mediterranean Sea and Kuwait Agreement of 1979 for Arab Gulf
Protection from Oil Pollution

This chapter also reflects on the importance accorded by the Arab
countries in the area of national capacity building to safeguard oil
pollution incidents and insure readiness for response. with the available
resources. when it occurs. The commitment of the Arab countries to join
regional and international environmentally concerned agencies to benefit
from their expertise and assistance is also highlighted.
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Chapter Three deals at length with the organizational and management
aspects and contents of the oil contingency plan including:-

Firstly: organizational and administrative setup including (a) Decision
Making Structure referring to The General Commander or The Principal
National Coordinator to be assisted by National Committee, Units and/or
Specialized Task Forces and (b) Implementing Administrative Structures
including two Land-based and Sea-based Leadership Centers. These
structures shall perform their mandatory responsibilities, that are
specified in this guide, to a level that secure prompt response.

Secondly: The various operational phases of the plan and the contents of
the implementing agents in accordance with their specific functional
terms of reference.

Thirdly: Evaluation of the currently under implementation contingency
plans in the Arab countries and the planned procedures for overcoming
weaknesses and improving performance.

Fourthly: The regional trends to improve and develop oil pollution
contingency plans through collaborative activities principally targeting
tight implementation of the terms of relevant international agreements
pertaining to foster the role of regional mechanisms established for such
purposes.
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